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When WCA’s Community Worker Anne 
Ross learned that her 81 year old client 
needed assistance to shift out of his home 
while he went into rest home care to regain 
his health, she took a number of steps that 
were essential to ensure her client’s well 
being, yet which greatly exceeded her ‘job’ 
requirements.  
 
With no relatives of her client living in Wel-
lington, Anne arranged for BNZ staff who 
each year donate two days of their time to 
worthy community causes, to assist with 
packing up her client’s home of the last 13 
years.  
 
On the chosen day two WCA staff, two of 
Anne’s family members and four BNZ staff 
helped to pack and store her client’s lifetime 
of accumulated treasures.  
 
The move was made easier by another of 
Anne’s initiatives; she had also approached 
NZ Movers of Wingate who kindly donated 
a large quantity of storage cartons and 
sticky tape to help pack her clients home 
safely. 
 
Another contact of Anne’s kindly offered to 
store her client’s possessions in her garage 
until such time as he was well enough to 
remove them. 
 
Anne’s client is now in Wesleyhaven Vil-
lage’s Deckston Rest Home where he is 
recovering in a safe and caring environ-
ment. He fully intends to return to more in-
dependent living when he heals and has his 
eyes on one of Wesleyhaven’s  nearby 
rental villa’s. 
 
Anne works with Wesley Community Action  
providing in-home support for older clients 
who wish to retain their independence while 
living in their own home. Her client is an 81 
year old man who retains a pride in living 
independently, yet also requires the maxi-
mum level of home support in order to allow 
him to do this. 
 

For over the year and a half Anne has 
been visiting her client at least once a 
week, while further visits from 
Wesley’s Team of volunteers offer 
assistance in getting her client to hos-
pital and doctors appointments.  
 
Another team of careers visit him, av-
eraging up to 21 hours per week, pro-
viding additional assistance with clean-
ing and meals. 
 
“When I first started seeing him, his 
immediate concerns were around the 
payment of his bills, so we set up a 
series of Direct Debits and Auto Pay-
ments to manage his finances,” recalls 
Anne. 
 
More recently her work has involved 
finding alternative accommodation for 
her client and liaising with health prac-
titioners to help restore her client to 
good health.  
 
As Anne says; “Going the extra mile is 
just part of the job” 
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For the  past few years WCA has 
provided new and existing staff with 
a Tiki tour of WCA’s diverse work-
places to learn first-hand of the va-
riety of work being done. 
 
In June 2011 we offered the Tiki 
Tour to partners and funders… the 
feedback speaks volumes…... 
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“ I had heard of Wesley but knew 
little, if anything, about you…. 
 
(The Tiki Tour)..opened my eyes to a 
number of things: the sheer size of 
Wesley and the range of the care 
with which you are involved.  
 
It opened my ears also: to your phi-
losophy, to hear what your values 
are and what makes you tick. It has 
left me much to think about. 
 
….. my lasting impression of Friday, 
was your people. What a cheery, 
happy, and dedicated bunch they 
are.  
 
It was a grey wintry day but some 
how, they brought out the sun.”  
 

Pictures show Community volunteers at Wesley Porirua’s Community Garden 
and Food Bank which was visited by the Stakeholders Tiki Tour. 



�	������

�����	�������
��	�

Jono Karauria’s  eyes light up as he 
reflects on the progress he has made 
in less than a year of working as a pro-
fessional foster parent with Wesley 
Community Action (WCA),  “I love my 
work..... I have a passion for what I’m 
doing”. 
 
For B, a young teenager for whom 
Jono provides foster care, the positive 
changes have been equally important. 
Once a habitual truant from school, 
with a record as a ‘runner’ for his re-
cord of running away from previous 
foster care placements, B is now regu-
larly attending school, achieving good 
grades and has no thoughts of ‘doing a 
runner.’ 
 
The changes noted in B and Jono’s 

passion for his role, are no accidents. 
Both have benefitted from the many 
years experience of WCA’s seasoned 
Foster Care support team and its 
Strength Based ethos. 
 
Jono’s introduction into Wesley’s foster 
care team was gradual. After an 18 year 
career in the printing industry, Jono had 
been made redundant and used the op-
portunity to reassess his career and look 
for some more meaningful work.  Jono 
recalls, “being made redundant was a 
big wake-up call for me, I thought long 
and hard about what I wanted to do.... 
my long friendship with another Social 
Worker, had introduced me to Social 
Work... and when I saw an advertise-
ment for Wesley Community Action 
seeking Foster Parents,  it was like a 

Wesley Community Action’s Wai-
tangirua venue was chosen to cele-
brate the National launch of and anti 
gambling campaign by The Health 
Sponsorship Council (HSC) and was 
attended by around 100 local resi-
dents, many of whom have had their 
lives impacted upon by Gambling. 
 
A leading New Zealand hip hop rapper 
and recording artist Malo Luafutu, bet-
ter known by his stage name Scribe, 
spoke and rapped about his addiction 
to gambling and the cost to him and 
his family. 
 
Scribe recounted how he had been 
inadvertently switched on to gambling 
by his Nana taking him to   housie at a 

very young age. “This addiction 
does not discriminate, our commu-
nity already has it hard, many of us 
are on the ‘bene’....and gambling is 
often seen as our one chance to 
have KFC this week....and no one 
was there to educate me how bad 
this addiction (gambling) could be.” 
 
In 2011, Scribe came clean on 
Campbell Live, describing how he 
became addicted to drugs, alcohol 
and gambling between 2005 and 
2007. 
 
Scribe recounted that his addiction 
to gambling had led  to his family 
denying him access to money, to 
the point that he had to pawn off 
many of the platinum awards that 
he won from his debut album. 
 
However, as Scribe pointed out, “as 
negative and messed up your life is, 
or becomes: you can still do some 
really awesome things. You have 
the power to change. It is your 
choice.” 
 
The meeting was also addressed 
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by Porirua City, Deputy Mayor, Liz 
Kelly, and the Hon Peter Dunne 
MP associate Minister of Health. 
 
To find out more about this cam-
paign visit; 
www.choicenotchance.org.nz 

 
 
 

beacon to me.” 
 
One of the hardest parts in his transi-
tion to Foster Care was Jono’s second 
interview with Wesley Community Ac-
tion. “I found it quite intimidating being 
interviewed by two people,” recalls 
Jono. Fortunately, Jono coped well 
enough with the unfamiliar interview 
process, and his abilities impressed 
the Wesley team. Soon after the inter-
view Jono was offered a part-time role 
as a ‘respite caregiver,’ filling in and 
helping out when other Wesley foster 
parents needed a break. “It was a good 
introduction,” recalls Jono, “I was able 
to feel my way gradually into the work.” 
 
(Continued Page 4…………….)    
 



Thank you! 
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Postcode 

Email 

YES! I would like to make a Donation  

Bill Me 

Credit Card # 

Signature 

Method of Payment 

Exp. date 

Cheque 

Name 

Address 

Please send me a receipt 

I would like to make a “one-off” donation of $............. 

I would like to make a regular monthly donation of $.............. 

American Express 

MasterCard 

Visa 

I would like to make a donation of $..............  
Donations over $5.00 are tax deductable . Please post this form to  

Wesley Community Action. PO Box 9932, Wellington. 6141. 
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During the 2010/11 Christmas holiday period, 
Jono was asked to take a step further and man-
age a ‘holiday programme.’  “It was great, I took 
the boys on lots of walks, we did wood carving, 
pumice carving, swimming, craftwork, rock climb-
ing, and played lots of basketball,” recalls Jono. 
 
 During both the holiday programme and the res-
pite care process, Jono was introduced to ‘B’ and 
found he got on well with him,.  
 
Jono noticed that B was very interested in his 
Maori heritage and introduced him to  the kapa 
haka roopu of Nga Karere. B also learned skills 
relating to mau rakau - taiiaha (spear).   They 
both now regularly attend lessons in these skills 
and at one stage the pair completed a 5 day 
taiaha course under the Tikanga of Te Arawa 
(Rotorua), living under canvas on Rotorua’s 
Mokoia Island where B thrived in the dawn to 
dusk regime and learned a lot about his heritage. 
 
B’s  transition took a further boost when he came 
second in the special needs category of the Wel-
lington Regional schools competition. This plac-
ing won him selection to join the North Island 
championships held in Hamilton where he 
achieved a creditable 3rd placing.   
 
In more recent times, B is learning Kapa Haka 
skills and is often seen practising the routines 
outside in the evenings. Notes Jono, “It’s great to 
see him  so motivated, I don’t have to push him, 
he just gets out there and practices.” 
 
Jono adds, “B is very competitive, whether we 
are indoors playing cards, or outside playing bas-
ketball, touch rugby etc.” Perhaps it is the com-
petitive traits in both B and Jono that the Wesley 
staff noted when they suggested they work to-
gether, as Jono is also very competitive and 
takes a healthy interest in Martial Arts, triatha-

lons,  cycling, running and swimming. 
 
Jono has an affinitiy for a young person 
struggling to come to terms with the cards 
that life has dealt him as Jono has en-
countered similar difficulties in his own 
upbringing where bullying in turn effected 
his schooling. “I found school very tough,” 
he recalls, “I didn’t cope.”  
 
When the Maori Affairs Department of-
fered Jono the opportunity to leave his 
small community of Ohakune and travel 
to Wellington for employment, he leapt at 
the opportunity.  Over the succeeding 
years, employment opportunities came 
and went, a marriage came and went, 
and a lovely daughter came and went and 
now lives in Melbourne. Jono says with 
pride “I’m very close to my daughter and 
relish any opportunity to spend time with 
my  mokopuna (grandchild.)  
 
Jono has experienced much in his life 
and his ability to learn from it and to grow 
are talents that he can now pass on to the 
young people he works with. Jono’s 
Team Leader at Wesley Community Ac-
tion, Sarah Packman says, “what I see as 
a major strength in Jono, is his refusal to 
be swayed by the negative labels that 
sometimes come with the young people 
we work with. Instead he has a strong 
belief in the young person’s abilities and 
that in turn helps to nurture these 
strengths.”  
 
 
(This story is a slightly editied version of a 
more detailed story that appears in the 
‘news’ section of WCA’s web site …. 
www. wesleyca.org.nz)  
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Please send me copy of ‘Reflections’ at $25 


