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Introduction 

Our lovely Village has continued to thrive over the last year, with a growing number 

of community-led activities and a very stable group of around 80 residents.  

During the year we were delighted to welcome Mamaku Midwives to the Village. 

They now work out of rooms in Kererū House after they lost their previous base at  

Te Awakairangi Birthing Centre at Lower Hutt, which closed in September 2021. 

We were also joined by Trade School Industries  – and their coffee machine! They 

have run barista training courses in Kererū  House. This led to us starting with them 

a regular Koha Café held on Friday mornings, where up to 20 people meet to drink 

coffee, eat cake and build connections and friendships.  

The Ageing Well Network has continued to flourish, with a core group of around 31 

active members and about 23 people at each meeting on Mondays. Unfortunately, 

Covid 19 took its toll on our 10-week Ageing Well course, but we still managed to 

complete 3 courses during the year supporting 19 seniors/kaumātua. 

We also said goodbye our founding Ageing Well facilitator Tracey Scott. We were 

so lucky to have Tracey’s experience and enthusiasm to help us develop the 

network; she made fantastic pavlovas too. Haere ra Tracey. 

In May, we welcomed her replacement, Nikolien van Wijk, who worked for us for 

several years in Cannons Creek. We know Nikolien will build on Tracey’s work in 

unexpected and exciting ways. We also welcomed Shomilla Sidal to a newly 

established role as Housing Development and Property Lead based at the Village. 

We are grateful to have received funding from the Hutt City Council to help us 

continue to build on our vision for the village.  

This report outlines our mahi over the past year – August 2021 to July 2022. 

 

Huge thank you to Hutt City Council who made a big funding contribution to this 

work for the last 3 years, but who have also been great partners to work on our 

vision with. This is our final report for that 3 years of partnership funding.  

 

Ngā mihi nā 

The Wesley Rata Village team 
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Our highlights, August 2021 to July 2022 

We continued to make good progress in our six key strands of activity during 

2021/22. 

 

KĀINGA| HOMES  – Affordable rental housing in an intentional 

community 

◼ We provided affordable rental housing to around 80 people. The turnover of 

residents is very low – people are enjoying their homes and community.  

◼ We appointed Shomilla Sidal as Housing Development and Property Lead 

(pictured below left). She manages our tenancies of the new 25 units and also 

supports Wesley in our role as a Community Housing Provider across the region. 

◼ We continued to make progress on our plans to redevelop the old hospital into 

15 one-to-two-bedroom apartments. This will take the number of affordable 

rental homes at the Village to 74 – a mix of social housing and low cost private 

rentals.  
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MAHI | JOB SKILLS – support for young people seeking a job 

◼ We said goodbye to Kiwi Can Do, the job-skills training programme that was 

based in our old hospital building while the new houses were being built onsite. 

They moved their operations to a new location in Porirua. 

◼ We welcomed Trade School Industries – a key Naenae organisation. They 

installed a donated coffee machine in Kererū House, where they ran barista 

training courses to upskill young people and others who face barriers to 

employment to help them find work. 

 

TAMARIKI| CHILDREN  – Space for parents, babies and children to 

play and learn 

◼ Rātā Playgroup continued to run on Tuesdays during term time, maintaining a 

good group of whānau enjoying the opportunity to learn and grow together. 

◼ We hosted Brothers and Sisters to run 4 Baby’s Place courses. This 10-week 

programme is based on the Pikler philosophy and provides a  nurturing circle for 

new parents and their very young babies. 

◼ In October 2021, we welcomed Mamaku Midwives to the Village after they lost 

their previous home in Lower Hutt.   

◼ A local group ran Antenatal classes at the village in the evenings.  

 

 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/126709314/midwives-find-new-base-after-losing-lower-hutt-birthing-centre
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KIA TŪHONO NGĀ KAUMĀTUA | CONNECTING IN AGEING 

Kaumātua are at the heart of the Village, and in the last year we have continued to 

focus on ways to build connections both for residents and for local older people.  

Ageing Well Network 

◼ We ran four 10-week Ageing Well courses for people from all over the Hutt 

Valley who come together to fight loneliness and isolation by sharing food, 

experiences, laughter and lots of hugs. 

◼ We ran regular Ageing Well coffee group events on Monday afternoon, with 

between 25 to 30 people attending regularly. 

◼ We said goodbye to our inaugural Ageing Well coordinator Tracey Scott (see 

photo below right) and welcomed our new coordinator, Nikolien van Wijk. 

◼ We carried out an evaluation review of the Ageing Well group to find out more 

about our impact, and what is next for the network.  

Who is in the Ageing Well Network? 

Our evaluation this year found that: 

◼ 73% of the coffee group currently require transport 

◼ Roughly half of the participants have a dementia 

◼ Roughly half of the participants live alone 

◼ 22% of the participants are also residents in the Village 

◼ About 25% of participants have physical frailty, for example walking with a cane 

◼ The age spread is from early 60s to late 90s, with the bulk of the group in their 

70s and 80s 

◼ Of the regular attendees, there are 19 women and 12 men 

◼ Geographical reach is from Silverstream to Petone, but sometimes further afield 

Ageing Well feedback 

We love the feedback we get from our Ageing Well Network members: 

“The group has brought me out of my shell.” 

“Being with people is wonderful.” 

“The smaller group helps us get to know a few people” 

“We feel cared for and welcome” 
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“I’m a loner, I’m used to being alone,but I come here. Having the van means 

you come, even when you don’t feel like it. “ 

Older Persons Social Worker Team 

Te Waka Haumaru, Wesley Community Action’s Older Persons Team, has 3 social 

workers based at the Village, who play a crucial role in being able to advise and 

support around more complex issues when needed. They are able to link in with 

the Ageing Well network and work together to support seniors/kaumātua (like 

Garth in the photo below left with one of our team Ross). The Te Waka Haumaru 

team also hosts a monthly hui of all of the people providing support services to 

elders in the Hutt.  
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WĀHI HUI | Gathering space – Hosting Community 

The Village continues to be a popular wāhi hui / gathering space for both residents 

and the wider community.  

This year we have really seen the growth in Kererū House as a shared community 

space where lots of different community connections happen. In November we 

hosted a well-attended whakatau for Kererū House, which is now home to Mamaku 

Midwives and the venue for our regular art classes and Koha Café. 

During the year, across the village, we hosted a wide range of activities: 

◼ Timebanking: we have continued to have a close relationship with the Hutt  

Timebank. Over the past year (since July 2021), Wesley Rata Village has 

participated in 56 Timebank exchanges within Hutt Timebank involving well 

over 200 hours of people’s time. Some of these trades are for transport, 

cooking, companionship, support at the Ageing Well group.  

◼ Community Garden: we have been hosting the Kererū gardening group at the 

Village, they have formed from the committed gardening group that have been 

gadening every week at the Village for several years now. We are really 

appreciating being a part of the new relationships and connections forming 

around this kaupapa.  

◼ Art classes: (funded by creative communities funding) we have had 5 months of 

2 art classes a week, both well attended, bringing a range of ages and people 

together to create and learn together. One of our tutors is also a resident at the 

village as are some of the participants in the course. Out of these have emerged 

a bespke drop in art session for a couple of other people in the community who 

have some additional learning and phsycial needs that a bespoke session can 

help provide. These workshops have all continued beyond the creative 

communities funding as the connections have formed. We have also been able 

to distribute art packs, with 12 people geared up with what they need to get 

creative! 
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◼ Koha Café: this popular Friday morning activity features coffee and cake and 

provides opportunities to build connections and friendships. Trade School 

Industries has done an amazing job of getting these up and running and Wesley 

have been able to keep hosting them when Trade School Industries doesn’t 

have an active training course and so don’t run them. A great example of how 

partnerships work – with different groups providing the different parts of it.  

◼ Wheels and Canes: We continue to support the Wheels and Canes group to set 

and meet their aims to influence accessibility in Hutt City. It has been great to 

connect with HCC well on this Kaupapa and support this group to shape 

accessibility in important areas. Wheels and Canes have had some really great 

impact on how council can meet the needs of disabled people in the Hutt. We 

have supported this groups facilitator Grant, to make this group a success – they 

really feel heard by the council, and they feel proud they have had that impact.  

◼ Fortnightly cooking group with former refuges at Kererū House: run by Team 

Naenae, but supported by us and part of the Kererū House.  

◼ We stopped hosting our long standing monthly community lunches during the 

Covid pandemic, but we are about to start these up again. 

◼ Lots of kōrero and cups of tea with local residents, connecting and supporting 

them in their trials and tribulations, helping with small tasks, and celebrating 

their joys. (e.g. Typing out a song that a resident had written for him, and he 

sung it for us and brought us muffins as a swap)  

◼ Communication: We have put out 3 village newsletters this year to all the 

residents. We also support the publication of Naenae news that goes out to 

3,500 people. We have a Wesley Rātā Village Facebook page which we have 

grown this year to a following of 300 people.  

◼ Naenae community input and connections: Our kaimahi has participated in the 

Team Naenae hui, and in the Hutt City Council Post Office and Pool 

development processes. 

Residents’ Social committee 

The Village Residents’ Social Committee is still a strong force, keeping the residents 

connected and building a welcoming community feel for the Village. The group 

hosts regular get-togethers, indoor bowls, birthday celebrations and other special-

occasion events at the Rec Hall. 

Village Guiding Group 

Our Rātā Village Guiding Group is still a key group in the Village. They met 10 times 

during the year to share, connect, plan and advise on our collective mahi. The 
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group is made up of local residents, both from the Village and the wider Naenae 

community, and representatives from Naenae  organisations and groups. This 

group has been really valuable in trying to develop some of the more complicated 

community projects we are working on. We feel very lucky to have such a great 

group of people invested in Naenae and at Wesley Rātā Village. 

Venue hire 

The number of people and range of groups renting venues at the Village is growing. 

Over the last year the Village has been used by a range of groups including staff 

from Oranga Tamariki, and the Bahai Community (see photos below). Find out 

more about venue hire at the Village. https://www.wesleyca.org.nz/what-we-

do/wesley-rata-village/venues-for-hire/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wesleyca.org.nz/what-we-do/wesley-rata-village/venues-for-hire/
https://www.wesleyca.org.nz/what-we-do/wesley-rata-village/venues-for-hire/
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TAIAO | Nature – Restoring the bush and environment so that it can 

help restore us 

We are lucky to be the current managers and guardians of a large piece of 

regenerating native bush.  

This year we have progressed work to support biodiversity at the village.  

 

We have purchased (with support of a HCC Biodiversity grant) 116 traps and other 

equipment needed to set out a pest trapping network. This fund also allowed us to 

buy dozens of established trees to plant and have extensive weed control carried 

out.  

We hosted our first tree planting around the regenerating wetland area, and will 

hold more next winter.  

We have planned our pest trapping network layout, with support from Good Nature 

and Capital Kiwi. We have started to collect names for our list of people and 

organisations to help us put out and monitor our pest trapping network.  

 

 

 

 


